
          
         

   

       

        

            

        

 

              

           

 

          

    

     

    

 

     

     

             

         

          

QUESTIONS TO AVOID 

Avoid quest ions that could be interpreted by any appl icant to be 
an attempt to discover any of the fol lowing protected personal 
information. 

AGE 

What year did you graduate from high school/col lege? 

How old are you? What’s your date of birth? 

Quest ions that would tend to ident ify persons who are 40 and older ("Do 

you remember being at work before e-mai l was introduced?") 

ARREST RECORD 

Have you ever been arrested? (An arrest is different than a convict ion.) 

COLOR 

Any quest ions related to complexion or color of sk in and hair . 

CREDIT RECORD 

Do you own your home? 

Have your wages ever been garnished? 

Have you ever declared bankruptcy? 

DISABILITY 

Do you have any ( job) disabi l i t ies? 

Why do you use that cane? 

Have you ever been addicted to i l legal drugs or treated for drug or alcohol 

abuse? 

Have you ever been hospital ized/treated for physical or mental health 

condit ions? 

That ’s a nasty scar. Is there an interest ing story behind that? 
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MARITAL STATUS 

Are you marr ied? 

What kind of work does your husband/wife do? 

NATIONAL ORIGIN 

Your résumé/CV indicates you have a degree from a univers i ty in Germany. 

Are you German? 

You have a s l ight accent in your voice. Where are you from? 

What is your nat ional or igin? 

Where were you born? 

Are you a U.S. cit izen? 

Are you a nat ive-born American or a natural ized American cit izen? 

Is Spanish your f i rst language? 

Where are your parents from? 

What is your maiden name? 

How did you learn to read/write/speak Mandarin? 

What is your father 's surname? 

Is your name Pol ish? 

PARENTAL STATUS 

Do you have chi ldren? How old are they? 

Do you have pre-school age chi ldren at home? 

Who is going to baby-sit your chi ldren whi le you’re at work? 

Are you planning to become pregnant? 

Are you planning to have chi ldren? 

RACE 

Any quest ions related to race such as "Do you ident ify as Hispanic or as 

Asian?" 

RELIGION 

What’s your rel igion? 

Are you Cathol ic/Christ ian/Mormon/Jewish/Musl im/Buddhist/etc.? 

What church do you attend? 

Are you wi l l ing to work on Good Friday/Rosh Hashanah? 

Wi l l you require any days off for rel igious hol idays that the Univers i ty does 

not observe? 
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SALARY HISTORY 

What do you earn in your current job? 

Are you expecting a salary bump if you are offered this posit ion? 

Histor ical ly , white men have made higher salar ies than women and 

many non-white men. Asking about previous salary perpetuates these pay 

inequit ies , and therefore such quest ions are being banned in increasing 

numbers of states and cit ies. Confine your quest ions to salary expectat ions 

regarding the posit ion for which the indiv idual is interv iewing. 

SEX 

Do you wish to be addressed as Mr.?, Mrs.?, Miss?, or Ms.? 

What is your maiden/birth name? 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

Do you have a same sex partner or marr ied spouse? 

Have you ever been a man? (to a person who appears to be a woman) 

Have you ever been a woman? (to a person who appears to be a man) 

Have you ever been a different gender? 

VETERAN STATUS 

Are you a veteran of the US Armed Forces? 

What type of discharge did you receive when you left the mi l i tary? 

Do you receive veteran’s disabi l i ty payments? 

Do you receive a mi l i tary pension? 

WEIGHT 

How much do you weigh? 

Do you have anorexia? 

Have you ever tr ied to put on/take off some weight? 
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