{ 9 RBETORICAL ANALYSES 1: SELECT A TEXT TO ANALYZE

Writer at work

Kelsey Turner was asked to write a rhetorical analysis for her composition class. She made the following
notes and obgervations on her assignment sheet:

Kelsey found a Washington Past opinion piece on food banks and poverty that interested her (see pages
305309 to read the full essay), She began by asking the questions she would need to answer to write a
good rhetorical analysis (see page 154). Here are the questions and her responses:

What it Hig quthor's purpose?
~T0 make reqders re-Think their “senerous” donations 16 food banks, and look at
causcs of hunger.

Wl is the dudiznee?
— Readers of Washington Post (natiowide distribution). Peopic concerned with

Hunger and poverty. People who asually wake gestures rather than reatfy working for
change?

o is the author?
 the worked at a food bank, was very successful, becdme disillusioned, He uhder-
Stands the problem betier than most peeple.

Wlat is the bagkaropnd? 3

LEaglish 1010:
Introduction to Writing Times, Mewsweek,

i alysis of an Argument b7 Tiwes,
Rhetorical Analysis of an Argu Washington Post, NYT

Choose 4 recent editorial from a popular newspaper or magazine

and apalyze the techuiques it uses to persuade its audience. You
will want to focus on how the author employs logos, ethos, and
pathos to persuade readers. Take a stand {make an argument of

TR

your own) as to how well thess appeals work, \ For cxample: i ~ Wwas published right before Thanisaiving, when people are thinking about Having :
wifl work very chough foodl as an American tradition. :

Tmportant dates: well with ) ) !

September 10: Bring your editorial to class for discussion.  gerraim ’ "’ﬂ"""'?;ﬁff::;?“ﬂﬂ appedls are usca? ;

Menday September 17: Draft due audience; it :

Wednesday September 22: Drafl returncd with comments - WeUld work § * Pathos--Appeals 1o readers' sywmpathy for those who are Hungry. Deseribes

Wednesday September 29t Final draft due better if.. j Fatigue of donors and volanteers with current system. Makes voluntecring and

donating sceu foolish and possibly Raruful,
Our Essay Evaluation Form states that we will evaluate this paper
by looking at the following four categories. As a class, we will go
through these categories and articulate our understanding of good
performance in cach, for this paper:

* Ethos——His background. e assumes readers will agrec that it is better to
ctmpower people and Tat we shouldn't patronize Them Just 10 wmake purselves
Feel generons.

* Logos— Painis the bigger pisture of poverly, of which Wunger is just one part. ]
But he gocs back and forth between saying maybe food is given 1o peoplc wio ;
Aot weed it, and then Saying the more food we 9ive, the wore people aeed it
I seeins like the meaning of "need” changes. ’

. " Could structure arpund the thvee
Logic and organization (25%) types of appeals
Evidence and development {25%) 3
Style (25%) \ Use actual words ‘
Grammar and mechanics (25%) Mﬂfﬂlﬂ as
evidence

The pathios appeals are Pie strongest and wast noticeable, but The ethos of the
author probably works the best tp persuade people.

How dpes The lanauade and stvle contribute tp the purposc?

— Words like “play," and “"pep rally," arc associated with frivolous activiries. They 3
befittic the actions of food pantry workers and donors, Author makes Tood-givers 1
Feel kind of stupid or self-interested and short-sighted. Like ey are waking the
probiew worse, Blaming thewm, almost.

R
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Chaptler 9 RHETORICAL ANALYSES

2: Analyze context and text

Consider the medium and « What is the medium?
genre + What is the genre of the piece? Is it an editorial? a speech? an
advertisement?

Consider the main claim or Summarize the claim, or describe the subject.

claims

Consider the evidence Note all the reasons and evidence given to support the claim.

Analyze the appeals

How is the author presented? As a credible, trustworthy person?
How logical are the arguments? Are there any logical fallacies?

‘What emotions, if any, does the author appeal to?

How effective is each one of these appeals and techniques? How
effective are they all together? Why are they effective or not effective?

Situate the text in its context - Where do you find evidence that this text was responding to other
texts and events?

What does this text contribute 1o the ongoing conversation of which
it is part?

Consider the style and tone - How would you characterize the style? [s the style formal? informal?
academic?

How would you characterize the tone? Does the writer or speaker
use humor or satire? )

How is Janguage used to influence the audience? repetition?
contrast? particular word cholces? What metaphers are used?
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Writer at work

Kelsey Turner read her chosen editorial carefully several times, making notes in the margins about the
rherorical appeals she saw being used.

Estublishes hig
Haw can anyone not get caught up in the annual Thanksgiving  experiences carly.
Language artford, Gonn.,

wmakes us Movamber always meant cheering the caravans of fowl-laden trucks
think of High ~——0n o

furkey trenzy? At the\jood bank | co-founde

schoo! kids thal roared into our parking lot. They came on the heels of the public i
”14:;‘4? fg” appeals for "A bird in every pot," "No family left without a turkey" and :
rather than i {

terious our bank's own version -- "A turkey and a 20 {dollar billl." Manipuiating donors

orobicsn (nstead of giving them

Colving \ The trath?)
Like pompom girls leading a high school pep rally, we@the

community's charitable impulse o a faver pitchjwith radio interviews,

newspaper stories and dramatic television footage to extract the last
gobbler from the stinglest cizen. After all, our nation's one great day

of social equity was upon us. In skid row soup kitchens and the

T R AR L B e N LB S S 3

qated communities of hedge-fund biilionaires alike, averyone was

enlitled, indeed expacted, 1o sit down to a meal of turkey with all the :

fixings. Food banks are ot a real solution 1o

Hunger-they fust pretend to be.

And here we are, this year. But come

Friday, as most of us stuff more lefiovers into our bulging refrigera- £
Fact tors, 35 million Americans will take their place in line again at soup
fidure? kitchens, food banks and food stamp offices nationwide.

for readers
1o stop supporting the food banking fndustry, but
e belittling tone He uses 1o describe food bank
Aonors and workers inay inselt or offond readers,
making thew less likely To agree with Rim,

o Far 2 5 o A R i e i SR —

Finally, Kelsey developed 2 position that could  Mark Winme's essay gives go0d reasons
serve as a working thesis for her paper:
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Chapter 8 RHETORICAL ANALYSES

3: Write a draft

Briefly describe the text you
are analyzing

Describe the medium and genre {newspaper editorial, blog on the
Web, radio interview, and so on).
Who produced it? Where and when did it first appear?

3; WRITE A DRAFT

Make a claim

Analysis adds a new dimension to a text; what wilt your analysis
reveal for readers? Be sure your claim Is not an over-generalization
and can be supported by textual and contextual evidence.

Analyze the context

Through research find out what else was being said about the
subject your text discusses. -
Track down any references to other texts or events.

Analyze the text

Select the most important parts of the text to focus on, Choose
elements that will show a pattern or illustrate specific technigues
you want to talk about. However, be honest: do not leave out
evidence that might undercut your claims.

+ Build a critical mass of evidence. Supply the evidence and

examples to support your claim.

Make larger patterns or contrasts visible for your readers, For
exampie, does an author seem to be appealing to two different
audiences in a single essay! What parts of the work appeal to one
audience! What parts appeal to the other?

Build a strong conclusion
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Don’t merely summarize what you have already said, Ask yoursell
“Have I learned anything new in this analysis?”A conclusion can
be a good place to succinctly describe a larger pattern you have
been tracing in a work. Or, it may be a good place to make
conjectures about other works by the same artist, about the
motivations of a school or movement, or to tie your analysis of
this text to other texis.

Writer at work

Kelsey used sticky notes to determine
the best structure for her paper. She
grouped them in different categories
and changed their order until she was
satisfied with the basic structure for
her first drafi.

ETHOS APPEAL:
Co-founded a food bank (shows
Me Was experiense, compassion)

ETHAS APPEAL:

wakes readers feel suspicions
abput the motiees of food
banks. The system's "eo-depena-
eney" is “Frankly troubling.” Food
banks “wyst surry favor "
They “carefully warture Lot the
belicf of "doing apod — sounds
fike they are lying To people.

CONCLUDES WATH PATHOS APPEAL:

PATHOS APPEAL: ) :
deseribes the distribution of
turkays at His food bank as a “high
school pep Fally" and' 4 "glay,”
inaking them secm-frivofous

PATHOS APPEAL:

volunteers giving out food "scemed
even Fappice” than i recipiohts. ..
Volunteers are “trapped i ..
grarification.” Makes tHeiw scem
Aslirsional anal selfish,

INTROBUCTION

Context of cisay: Printed Just before
Thanksgiving, when people are thinking about
food and American tradition.

WINNE'S LA

Giving food 10 food banks docsn't chd Wanger. To
end Bunger, people should work to cnd poverty.

- Ve proverb: " Give a wan a FioH, and vou Feed
it for a day. Teach 2 man to Fish, and you feed
i for a lifatime"

Y CLAtM:

Winke'S argument makes sense, but some of Wis
appeals will probably do more o alicnate
readers than convince them,

LGOS APPEAL: B
funger is canied by pav;r-ry ;
Endivg poverty wilf end Funge)
Focding tHe Kungry, without
addrossing poverty will mw:r smf
Funger. "Give 4 i ﬁsh

LOGOS z'IPFE#iL

I Fact, Winse claims; if wa anfy
feed the Hunary, we wmay-ingke Thc_
problcu of poverty even worte.

LOROS APPEAL:
"were Hian AF5,000 Gamccmur
resfdeits - stightly loss than3’s
percent of the STaté's restdents
s rEidTn hmgry or wha'r We ga
Food lmccurc :

TYies 1o motivate readers 10 reafly make a difference.
- Volunteers and donors could wake 4 real differcnge if
they forved 9avcmmcnr T wake laws that would reduce
- peverty.

uy GONGLUSJO_M HAYBE HE 18 T0O OPTIM..U‘TE? '

becoine foss e podent ™ 1 they

- place Then they: aﬁrcaofy are
" independent. . o

LD&FG;'?L i
If peapic take frec fa
AOH'T reatfy heed, Have fhiey: realty

dist’t need the Food in the ﬁrsr
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